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' PREFACE 

- I- 

Tliis law is primarily a SAFETY FIRST measure. It aims to make 
less hazardous the occupation of the miner who .takes his liffe in his 
hands, to mine the coal which underlies more or less of the surface of 
some thirty counties of the state. 

The importance of these regulations cannot be over-estimated. The 
mortality rate is very high under the best of conditions obtainable. 
Therefore, when it is considered that there are fifty thousand miners 
toiling under the ground in more than 1 500 mines, with the number ever 
.increasing as undeveloped territory is opened, and making Ohio the 
fourth largest coal producing state in the Union, it is evident no reason- 
able regulations for their safety should be overlooked. 

In the development of that other great natural resource, namely — 
oil and gas, there is constantly arising a dangerous conflict. Indeed we 
do not know at what hour some miner or machine-man may cut into 
an uncharted oil or gas well not properly abandoned, and cause the 
death of a hundred men, all because the proper regulations have not been 
followed in the drilling and abandoning of oil and gas wells. 

Many attempts have been made to outline the kind of regulations 
necessary to govern the drilling and abandoning of oil and gas wells 
with reference to the coal deposits and mining opferations. This finally 
resulted in the laws which took effect in June, 191 o, placing regulations on 
all operations in a coal producing county, so classed whether or not such 
county had but a township with any coal deposits. In addition to this 
there were some later resolutions adopted by The Industrial Commission, 
of Ohio, as Safety First measures, but none of these laws or resolutions 
provided inspectors who were acquainted with the practical or technical 
side of the oil or gas producing business, having simply added such 
inspection work to the already arduous duties of the deputy mine in- 
spectors. This resulted in making the conflicting regulations a great 
burden to those oil and gas operators who tried to follow them, and 
has allowed a large percentage of operations to go unregulated. 

The •present law taking effect July ist, 1917, has been the result 
of a careful study of the entire situation. It aims to correct as much as 
possible the burdensome features of the old requirements, but at the same 
time provide a more thorough and efficient set of rules that are practical 
and enforcible. The following chief characteristics may be noted in addi- 
tion to the more or less technical changes in the plugging laws. 
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1. The law applies only to coal producing or coal bearing town- 
ships in the respective thirty counties. 

2. It applies to all parts of such townships whether or not a por- 
tion of same be barren or contain no coal, as is generally the case in any 
coal district. This is to make the law effective without regard to the 
record of the particular well in any such township. 

3. It requires maps of all wells that can be located, whether or not 
some have been abandoned, on any property obtained or held for oil or 
gas, or mining purposes. 

4. The duties of the oil and gas well inspector are defined, as well 
as those of the deputy oil and gas well inspectors, who may be appointed 
by The Industrial Commission of Ohio under their general powers, so 
that abandonments may be witnessed by persons trained in such work 
and possessed with a practical knowledge of the business. 

5. It provides a separate department in the Division of Mines of 
The Industrial Commission, for the inspection, supervision and enforce- 
ment of these laws under the direct supervision of the oil and gas well 
inspector, with the co-operation of the chief deputy and safety commis- 
sioner of mines, so that the work may be handled in the most intelligent 
manner. 

6. Very strict and heavy penalties are provided for any violations 
of the law so that the operator must be more careful to see to it that 
all regulations provided herein are properly carried out. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Every oil and gas well operator or person connected therewith 
should acquaint himself with these requirements, and whenever in doubt, 
should consult or write to the oil and gas well inspector for information, 
since failure to so acquaint himself will not be a relief from any of 
the penalties therein provided. Whenever the regulations seem oppressive 
and troublesome, remember that they serve to protect someone's life 
either at present or in the future, as well as to conserve the coal and 
the oil and gas resources of those particular districts. 
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(Senate Bill No. 167.) 

AN ACT 

To amend section 973, 914 and 970 of the General Code, relative to the location 
of oil and gas wells, the abandonment of such wells, the insi>ection of the 
same and the interpretation of "coal bearing and coal producing township." . 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

Section i. That sections 973, 914 and 976 of the General Code 
be amended to read as follows : 

OWNER OF WELL SHALL MAKE AND FILE MAP 

Sec. 973. Any person, firm or corporation holding property in» 
any coal bearing or coal producing township, in any county of the 
state of Ohio, either in fee, by virtue of a lease for oil or gas, mining 
purposes since January first, 1900, or otherwise, whereon wells have 
been drilled for oil, gas or test purposes, shall cause to be made by a 
competent engineer, an accurate map on a scale of not less, than one 
inch to four hundred feet, showing on said map the location and 
number of wells as near as the same can be located, that have been 
drilled, whether or not any of such wells have been previously aban- 
doned, or were drilled and abandoned by former operators, who have 
ever held the said property for oil, g^ or rnining purposes. 

Said map shall show the name and address of the person, firm or 
corporation owning said well or wells, the county and township, the 
names of the adjoining property owners, and lines of the property 
operated with the distances of the wells properly measured there- 
from and checked from the section and quarter section lines, as will 
be necessary for an accurate survey. The map shall show all the 
engineer's notations of angles, distances, starting points, or corner 
stones, together with the numbers given the respective wells, giving 
a legend as to the manner in which various abandoned or producing 
wells, are designated. The original map shall be retained by the owner 
or his agent, and one copy filed with the industrial commission of 
Ohio, division of mines, said copy showing thereon the sworn state- 
ment of the engineer making the map that same is correct. 

WELL SHALL NOt BE NEAR MINP OPENING 

No oil well, gas well or test well shall be drilled nearer than 
three hundred feet to any opening to a mine used as a means of ingress 
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or egress for persons employed therein, nor nearer than one hundred 
feel; to any building or inflammable structure connected therewith, 
ai)d actually used, as a part of the operating equipment of said mine. 

PERSONS DRILLING OIL AND GAS WELLS IN COAL BEARING OR COAL PRO- 
DUCING TOWNSHIPS. 

Any person, firm or corporation before drilling or' causing to be 
drilled any oil well, gas well or test well within the limits of any 
coal producing township in any county of the state of Ohio, shall first 
file an application with the industrial commission of Ohio, division of 
mines, on blanks to be furnished by said commission for such purpose, 
and shall show the following: The name and address of the applicant, 
the proper date, location of the proposed well — giving the name of the 
j3roperty owner, section number, township and county, the number of the 
proposed well, and signed by an officer or agent of such operator. No 
well shall be commenced until the applicant or operator has been granted 
a permit, which shall be granted by the industrial commission of Ohio, 
division of mines, under the following conditions : 

WHEN WELL IS ADJACENT TO MINE 

If such proposed well is located within the limits directly adjacent 
to mining operations, such limits to be determined by the industrial 
commission of Ohio, division of mines, the application for permit must 
be accompanied by a map showing the location of the proposed well 
and answering the requirements in the preceding regulations for 
mapping. . 

WHEN WELL IS NOT ADJACENT TO MINE. 

If. such proposed well is not located within the limits directly 
adjacent to mining operations, but within the limits of any coal pro- 
ducing or coal bearing township, the industrial commission of Ohio, 
division of mines, shall grant a permit immediately upon receipt of 
the application, providing the applicant is a responsible person, firm 
or corporation. The industrial commission of Ohio, division of mines, 
may at any time after the well is commenced, if the responsibility of 
the applicant or operator is considered doubtful, cause, such operator 
or applicant to show proper guaranty of his intention to fulfill the 
requirements of this section, or cause all operations to cease forth- 
with. If any person, firm or .corporation continues drilling on prop- 
erty already surveyed in accordance with the preceding requirements, 
a complete blue print or copy of map shall be made at the end of each 
year ending June 30th, showing the additional wells properly surveyed 
by 4 competent engineer as above mentioned^ and filed with the in- 
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dustrial commission of Ohio, division of mines, not later ,than the 
following first of September. , ' , 

WHEN WELL IS TO BE ABANDONED OWNER SHALL GIVE NOTICE 

When any oil well, gas well or test well is to be abandoned^ the 
person, firm or corporation owning such, well shall notify the in- 
dustrikl commission of Ohio, division of mines, or the deputy oil and 
gas' well inspector of the district in which the well is located, as many 
days in advance as will be necessary for the inspector to arrange to 
be present at ' such abandonment. No well shall be abandoned with- 
out an inspector being present, unless permission has been first granted 
upon good cause shown, by the industrial commission of Ohio, divi- 
sion of mines. 

METHOD OF PLUGGING WELL 

When any -oil well, gas well or test well is to be abandoned, it 
must first be plugged in some secure manner above the oil or gas sand 
pr rock formation, either by placing or driving one or more good 
seasoned wooden plugs, or a lead plug, as the case may require, so 
that no gas or oil may escape, or any water or destructive matter 
force itself into the oil or gas sand, or rock formation. Upon such 
seasbned wooden plug or plugging material shall be filled at least 
thirty feet of cement properly mixed with sand, or thirty feet of good 
clay or rock sediment properly prepared. , 

If any well has passed through a workable vein or seam of coal, 
it shall when it is abandoned be plugged in the following' manner: 
A seasoned wooden plug shall be driven to a point thirty feet below 
the lowest workable seam of coal and the hole filled with cement 
to a point at. least twenty feet above this seam of coal, at which point 
another wooden plug shall be placed and the hole filled for a distance 
of twenty feet with cement or properly prepared clay, or rock sedi- 
ment. If there is more than one seam of coal the next seam above 
must be plugged off in like manner. , ' ' ■ 

WHEN WELL PENETR'ATES THE EXCAVATIONS OF ANY MINE 

In the event that a well being drilled penetrates the excavations 
of any mine, it must be cased with casing of approximately the same 
diameter as the diameter of the hole, the hole to be drilled thirty feet 
or to .solid slate or rock and not less than ten feet below the floor of 
such mine, and the casing shall be placed 4n ,the following manner: 
One string of casing shall be placed at a point above the roof of said 
mine so as to shut off all of the surface water; then the hole drilled 
through said mine and another string of casing put in. The bottom 
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of the second string of casing, or the one passing through said mine, 
shall not be nearer than ten feet, or more than thirty feet from the 
floor of the mine where it passes through the same. 

When any well which has been drilled is to be abandoned and 
has passed through the excavations of any coal mine from which the 
minable coal has not all been removed, the person, firm or corporation 
owning said well shall leave in said well the casing passing through 
said mine from a point not less than ten feet, nor more than thirty 
feet below the floor of said mine, and extending above the roof of 
said mine at least five feet. A seasoned wooden plug shall be driven 
to a point at least forty feet below the floor of the mine and the hole 
above said plug together with the casing left in, which extends through 
the coal, shall be filled with cement; then a seasoned wooden plug 
shall be driven on the top of said casing, and the hole filled with 
cement for a distance of not less than twenty feet. 

INTERPRETATION "cOAL BEARING AND COAL PRODUCING TOWNSIIIP'' 

A coal bearing or coal producing township of any county shall 
be interpreted to mean any township as a unit, in which coal is found 
that is being mined, or is of such thickness as to make it likely to be 
mined at some future time. Any well drilled in such township, 
whether or not it passes through any coal, the same being barren in 
certain sections of such township, or the well being commenced below 
the line of outcrop of the coal, will nevertheless be required to be 
mapped and abandoned in accordance with the regulations and pro- 
visions of this section as given above, which shall apply uniformly 
throughout any coal bearing or coal producing township of any county. 

DUTIES OF CHIEF DEPUTY INSPECTOR OF MINES AND OIL AND GAS WELL 

INSPECTOR 

Sec. 914. The chief deputy inspector of mines and the oil and 
gas well inspector shall designate the townships in the various coal 
producing counties of Ohio, which shall be considered coal bearing 
or coal producing townships, to be included under the regulations 
as prescribed in section 973 relating to the mai)ping. drilling and 
abandonment of oil, gas or test wells. The chief deputy inspector 
of mines shall allow all matter pertaining to the mapping and drilling 
of oil and gas wells to be under the direct supervision of the oil" and 
gas well inspector, except when wells are to be drilled, or have been 
drilled directly adjacent to some mining operation, or in case any 
arrangement for the drilling of an oil or gas well must necessarily 
be made in mutual understanding and consideration with some mining 
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operation, or whenever the proper protection of the coal deposits is 
in question. 

The oil and gas well inspector shall supervise the granting of 
permits to drill or abandon a well, the filing and reprinting of maps 
of oil, gas or test wells, and see that all the provisions relating to the 
mapping, drilling, and abandonment of such wells are strictly com- 
plied with. In any case where the plugging method as outlined in 
section 973 cannot be applied, or if applied, would be found ineffective 
in carrying out the intended protection, which the law is meant to 
give, the oil and gas well inspector may designate the method of 
plugging to be used, in all such cases causing the abandonment report 
to show the manner in which the work was done. 

The oil and gas well inspector shall designate the counties or 
townships thereof which shall compose the different districts of the 
respective deputy oil and gas well inspectors, or change such districts 
whenever in his judgment the best interests of the service so de- 
mands. He shall issue instructions and regulations for the goviernment 
of the deputy inspectors as will be consistent with the powers and 
duties vested in them by law, and secure the proper protection which 
the law intended. The oil and gas well inspector shall give such per- 
sonal assistance to the depiity inspectors as they may need and make 
such personal inspection as he deems necessary throughout all the 
districts, at any time. 

Each deputy oil and gas well inspector shall carry out the in- 
structions of the oil and gas well inspector with reference to the en- 
forcement of the regulations provided in section 973, or other regula- 
tions that are deemed necessary to insure the protection which, this 
section intends. Any person, firm or corporation dissatisfied with the 
ruling of the chief deputy inspector of mines, or the oil and gas 
well inspector under the provisions of this section shall have the right 
of appeal to the Industrial Commission of Ohio within ten days from the 
date of such ruling. 

PENALTY 

Sec. 976. * * * 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates or wilfully refuses 
or neglects to comply with the provisions of section 973, shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be fined not less than one hundred dollars, nor 
.more than five hundred dollars, and for a second or any subsequent 
offense shall be fined not less than two hundred dollars and not more 
than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not less than thirty • days 
nor more than six months, at the discretion of the court. In addition, 
if the material is pulled out of a well which was not plugged in ac- 
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cordance with the provisions of section 973, the person, firm, or corpora- 
tion causihg such offense may be made to clean out such well and 
properly plug the same, or pay the entire reasonable cost of such work 
being done under orders of the industrial commission of Ohio, division 

of-mines, within thirty days. 

* * * 

Section 2. That said original sections 973, 914 and 976 of the 

General Code be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

E. J. Hopple, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Earl D. Bloom, ' 

President of the Senate. 

Passed March 21, 1917. 

Approved March 31, 1917. 

James M. Cox, Governor, 

Filed in office of Secretary of State, April 2, 191 7. 
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